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The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 

Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his 
temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is 
the Greek god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp Half Blood where 
he is befriended by a satyr and the demigod daughter of 
Athena who join him in a journey to the Underworld to retrieve 
Zeus's lightning bolt and prevent a catastrophic war. 

The Ghost Sonata by Jennifer Allison 
When ninth-grader Gilda travels to an international piano 
competition in Oxford, England, as page turner for her friend 
Wendy Choy, she finds adventure investigating why Wendy is 
being haunted and who is frightening the performers, while 
enjoying a romance with a British boy and her first kiss. 

Aquamarine: by Alice Hoffman 
A love-struck mermaid named Aquamarine supplies adventure 
and insights to two twelve-year-old girls, life-long friends who 
are spending their last summer together before one of them 
moves away. 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Greg Heffley's Journal by Jeff Kinney 
Greg records his sixth-grade experiences in a middle school 
where he and his best friend, Rowley, undersized weaklings 
amid boys who need to shave twice daily, hope just to survive, 
but when Rowley grows more popular, Greg must take drastic 
measures to save their friendship. 

Minerva Clark Goes to the Dogs by Karen Karbo 
Still enjoying her new found self-confidence, a thirteen-year-
old sleuth in Portland, Oregon, tries to uncover a missing red 
diamond and gets herself mixed up with a crooked animal. 



Cryptid Hunters by Roland Smith 
Twins, Grace and Marty, along with a mysterious uncle, are 
dropped into the middle of the Congolese jungle in search of 
their missing photojournalist parents. 

The Wicked History of the World: History with the Nasty Bits 
Left In by Terry Deary & Martin Brown 

With a review of cannibal caveman, Samurai warriors, and the 
world wars of the twentieth century, an overview of people and 
events from the prehistoric era to the present reveals the 
unpleasant truth of what humans have done to one another 
throughout history. 

Vlad the Impaler: The Real Count Dracula by Enid Goldberg & 
Norman Itzkowitz 

Reexamines the life of Vlad "the Impaler" Dracula, the 
fifteenth-century Romanian prince who served as a model for 
Bram Stoker's infamous vampire, in terms of the violent times 
in which he lived. 

The Sisters Grim by Michael Buckley 
Although filled with anger over her parents' disappearance, 
eleven-year-old Sabrina Grimm--along with her grandmother, 
sister, and several fairy-tale characters--tries to discover who 
has killed her teacher.  

 
And a few Challenging Choice you might love: 
Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer 

When sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her 
move from Brooklyn to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as 
waitress and cook in the Welcome Stairways diner, they 
become involved with the diner owner's political campaign to 
oust the town's corrupt mayor. 
 
 



Small Steps by Louis Sachar 
Two years after being released from Camp Green Lake, Armpit 
is trying hard to keep his life on track, but when his old pal X-
Ray shows up with a plan to make some easy money scalping 
concert tickets, Armpit reluctantly goes along. 

 
Summer Reading selections: 
Taking Sides by Gary Soto 

Lincoln is in a jam when his basketball team at his new school--
where the students are rich and mostly white--faces his old 
team from the barrio on the boards. How can he play his best 
against his friends? No matter who wins, it looks like it will be 
lose-lose for Lincoln. 
 

No More Dead Dogs by Gordon Korman 
 Eighth grade football hero Wallace Wallace is sentenced  to 
 detention attending rehearsals of the school play where, in 
 spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in the  production and 
 begins to suggest changes that improve not only the play  but 
 his life as well. 
 
City of Ember  by Jeanne DuPrau 

Imagine living in a city where the sky is always dark, illuminated 
only by electric light bulbs, which are quickly running out. This 
is where 12 year-old Lina lives, in the city of Ember. No one is 
permitted to leave, and the citizens are told it is dark and 
dangerous beyond the city limits. What will happen when their 
dwindling supply of light is gone?  Lina finds an ancient message 
written on fragments of parchment, but can she decipher the 
message in time? Read this thrilling page-turner to find out.  
 


