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Ark Angel by Anthony Horowitz 

After recovering from a near fatal gunshot wound, 
teenage spy Alex Rider embarks on a new mission to stop 
a group of eco-terrorists from sabotaging the launch of 
the first outer space hotel. 

Bone (graphic novel series) by Jeff Smith 
Fone Bone, Phoney Bone, and Smiley Bone are run out of 
their home, Boneville, and become separated in the wilds, 
but better fortune begins when the three cousins reunite 
at a farmstead in a deep forested valley, where Fone 
meets a young girl named Thorn. 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules by Jeff Kinney 
Greg records his sixth-grade experiences in a middle 
school where he and his best friend, Rowley, undersized 
weaklings amid boys who need to shave twice daily, hope 
just to survive, but when Rowley grows more popular, 
Greg must take drastic measures to save their friendship. 

Full Tilt by Neal Shusterman 
When sixteen-year-old Blake goes to a mysterious, by-
invitation-only carnival he somehow knows that it could 
save his comatose brother, but soon learns that much 
more is at stake if he fails to meet the challenge 
presented there by the beautiful Cassandra 
 
 
 



First Part Last by Angela Johnson 
Sixteen-year-old Bobby finds out that he is going to 
become a father and suddenly all the things that seemed 
important to him before are insignificant as he and his 
girlfriend, Nia, try to sort out the situation and decide 
what to do. 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
Steve Harmon is on trial for a crime he may or may not 
have committed.  And by using a unique viewpoint, W.D. 
Myers turns you, the reader into Steve’s judge and jury.  
Will Steve’ s dream of becoming a screenwriter be 
fulfilled, or will he spend the most important years of his 
life behind bars? 

Scorpia by Anthony Horowitz 
The latest installment in the Alex Rider adventures, which 
began with Stormbreaker, After being told that his 
father was an assassin for a criminal organization, 
fourteen-year-old Alex goes to Italy to find out more and 
becomes involved in a plan to kill thousands of English 
schoolchildren. 

The Wicked History of the World: History with the Nasty 
Bits Left In by Terry Deary & Martin Brown 

With a review of cannibal caveman, Samurai warriors, and 
the world wars of the twentieth century, an overview of 
people and events from the prehistoric era to the 
present reveals the unpleasant truth of what humans 
have done to one another throughout history. 
 
 

 



And a Challenging Choice you might love: 
Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 

When his younger brother is diagnosed with leukemia, 
thirteen-year-old Steven tries to deal with his 
complicated emotions, his school life, and his desire to 
support his family. 

Hope was Here by Joan Bauer 
When sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised 
her move from Brooklyn to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work 
as waitress and cook in the Welcome Stairways diner, 
they become involved with the diner owner's political 
campaign to oust the town's corrupt mayor 

A Summer Reading selection: 
No More Dead Dogs by Gordon Korman 

Eighth-grade football hero Wallace Wallace is sentenced 
to detention attending rehearsals of the school play 
where, in spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in the 
production and begins to suggest changes that improve 
not only the play but his life as well. 

Taking Sides by Gary Soto 
Lincoln is in a jam when his basketball team at his new 
school--where the students are rich and mostly white--
faces his old team from the barrio on the boards. How 
can he play his best against his friends? No matter who 
wins, it looks like it will be lose-lose for Lincoln. 

 
 
 
 
 



Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Meet scrappy Bud--"not Buddy"--Caldwell, an orphan on 
the run from abusive foster homes in 1930s Michigan. And 
the idea that's planted itself in his head is that Herman E. 
Calloway, standup-bass player for the Dusky Devastators 
of the Depression, is his father.  Bud sets off to track 
down his supposed dad, a man he's never laid eyes on. Bud-
not-Buddy gets into all sorts of trouble along the way, 
barely escaping a monster-infested woodshed, stealing a 
vampire's car, and even getting tricked into "busting slob 
with a real live girl." 

City of Ember  by Jeanne DuPrau 
Imagine living in a city where the sky is always dark, 
illuminated only by electric light bulbs, which are quickly 
running out. This is where 12 year-old Lina lives, in the 
city of Ember. No one is permitted to leave, and the 
citizens are told it is dark and dangerous beyond the city 
limits. What will happen when their dwindling supply of 
light is gone?  Lina finds an ancient message written on 
fragments of parchment, but can she decipher the 
message in time? Read this thrilling page-turner to find 
out.  

No More Dead Dogs by Gordon Korman 
Eighth-grade football hero Wallace Wallace is sentenced 
to detention attending rehearsals of the school play 
where, in spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in the 
production and begins to suggest changes that improve 
not only the play but his life as well. 
 
 



Peak by Roland Smith 
A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest 
person to reach the top of Mount Everest. 

 
 
 

 
 


